
 

Big victories start in Setball  
 

Russia stakes on youth 
 
The MAIN coach of the Rus-
sian national team Shamil 
Tarpischev puts a stake on 
youth in this season. For in-
stance, during recent game 
of Davis Cup with Portugal 
there were not presented 
such famous sportsmen as 
Michael Yuzhniy, Dmitriy 
Tursunov and Teymuraz 
Gabashvili. But young play-
ers like Yeugeniy Donskoy, 
Konstantin Kravchuck, An-
drey Rublev and Andrey 
Kuznetsov didn’t let down,  
our national team has got 
the upper hand. 
 
Andrey Kuznetsov (81st 
place in the ATP rating), who 
played as number one in 
these games, was congratu-
lated first of all by his uncle 
Vladimir Kuznetsov, a coach 
and the Director of the Tula 
Tennis Center Setball.  
 
It is not surprising that we 
caught a coach at work, in 
Setball, where young players 
were working out. Most of 
them in their 10-15 years 
have already become little 

sport stars, some of them 
have their successes in fu-
ture. But in any case way to 
victories starts from the 
early childhood and suc-
cesses depend not only on 
physical conditions but also 
on competent coach work 
and of course on a training 
ground (it is not the last 
factor influencing)  
 
Lucky with such bosses 

 
THIS VERY training ground 
has been existing in Tula for 
already six years, and during 
all this time it has been pat-
ronized by Boris Sokol and 
his company ShchekinoAzot. 
The building of the center 
was a present from Shcheki-
noAzot and its President to 
all Tula sportsmen. 
Tennis center is named in 
honor of Anna and Roman 
Sokol. Four times a year, 
every season, there are held 
tournaments which gather 
the strongest regional and 
Russian tennis players. The 
Cup of Anna and Roman 
Sokol’s Charity Fund has al-
ready become a rather pres-
tigious prize. 
 
Several training courts simul-
taneously work in Setball. 
On one of them there works 
out a junior group, and near 
them do teens of 12-14 
years work out. They are a 
new hope of Tula tennis. 
          
- We take in children from 
the age of 5. This period is 
when it is possible to start 

preparing sportsmen, - says 
Vladimir Kuznetsov. – if 
there are no physical re-
strictions and contra-
indications, then a child can 
start playing. Currently there 
are about 200 boys and girls 
between 5 and 16 attending 
the center. Setball has op-
portunities letting carry out 
appropriate workouts and 
competitions of any interna-
tional level. There is the only 
center of such level in Tula 
and that is the reason why 
people come to us… 
 
 How talents are crystal-
lizing out 
 
AT THE COURTS of Setball 
we got acquainted with 
young plants of Tula tennis. 
13-year-old Yegor Agafonov 
won at the prestigious inter-
national tournament in Minsk 
not long time ago. But every 
new victory for this player is 
not a trigger to lie on oars, it 
means for him one more 
step forward to his dream. 
 
- For me tennis has already 
become more than just a 
hobby, it has become a sig-
nificant part of my life. I was 
brought to Setball seven 
years ago by my mum, and 
since that moment my main 
task is to upgrade my sport 
skills and to perform better 
at competitions, - discourses 
Yegor. 
 
Young sportsmen are serious 
and concentrated. While we 
are talking with a coach, 

Andrey Kuznetsov from Tu-

la became the number one 

in the Russian national ten-

nis team. Coaches put big 
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port him.. 



  2 

players do not pause their 
workout and try out a play 
again and again. Gradation 
of tennis players in World 
and Russian ratings is rather 
strict. There exists the sepa-
rate rating for players under 
12, then there comes a next 
level… 
 
Timofey Skatov, who cele-
brated his 13-th Birthday re-
cently, passed to a new for 
him group. In Russian rating 
of tennis players under 14 
he is the 6th, in the Europe-
an rating he holds the 34th 
place. 
 
- Of course I want to be on 
higher places, but it is not 
necessary to think constantly 
about it. You should work 
out and perfect. This is what 
my coach, Andrey Vladimiro-

vich Urgapov, always tells 
me. I have been working out 
with him since I started play-
ing tennis, - shared Timofey. 
 
Every coach wants his plant 
to achieve high levels. As a 
rule world victories takes 
their start in small cities 
where talents crystallize out. 
 
One of such “crystals” be-
came recently Andrey Kuz-
netsov (Tula citizen), having 
started his workouts in Set-
ball. Opening of the center 
by means of sponsor finan-
cial support from the com-
pany ShchekinoAzot ap-
peared to be in due time and 
allowed to upgrade the level 
of sport workouts. And now 
Andrey Kuznetsov already 
comes to Tula with a status 
of a professional player and 

holds master-classes for 
young tennis players. In his 
recent interview he named 
the current season as the 
most successful one in his 
career. The Russian tennis 
player has come out at the 
3d round at the Gold Slam 
tournaments three times al-
ready, this is a stable result. 
 
 - Purpose-mind and head-
strongness are the qualities 
which I teach my plants. 
They have an excellent 
court, professional coaches, 
wish to win and you need to 
have a little luck in every 
game. I am certain about 
future tennis victories of Tu-
la players, - thinks the Direc-
tor of the Center Setball Vla-
dimir Kuznetsov. 
      

 

 
Vladimir Kuznetsov “Currently there work out about 200 boys and girls from 5 to 16” 
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Timofey Skatov “You should work out and perfect” 
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Andrey Kuznetsov started playing in Tula. 

 
 
The article was written byDmitriy Andreyev 

The source – MK dtd September, 19 2014 

Translated for the site of UCC ShchekinoAzot 

 (http://n-azot.ru/) by Elena Chusova 
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